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EVWA’s New Water Operator

El Valle Water Alliance
would like to introduce our
new water operator, Carlos
Vigil. Carlos is a Level II
Water Systems and Waste
Water Operator. Carlos will
be managing and maintaining
all the current systems that the

El Valle Water Alliance is
currently serving.

Carlos will also be the contact
person for any water
emergencies pertaining to our
community’s water distribution
systems.

Danny Romero

Among the prominent artists who
live and work on this area, Danny
Romero of 1lfeld is an acclaimed
jewelry maker in this country and
internationally as well.

Danny, who has lived in El Valle
for decades, was born in Agua Prieta,
Sonora, Mexico, across from Douglas,
Arizona of Hispanic Mexican and
Yaqui Indian parents.

Although he embarked on pre-
medical study at first, he came under
the influence of Lee Epperson and the
Honeywell Corporation and pursued
art, first concentrating on lost cast wax
casting, which was formative in his
later jewelry designs. A graphic artist
who was impressive on Romero was
Native American artist John Nieto.
Danny later became known for his
intricately inlaid Indian faces in

bracelets, brooches, rings and other
silver jewelry creations.

Some of these are shown in a catalog
from one of Danny’s last overseas
trips—to Japan where he was
acclaimed as a special Southwestern
American artist.

Tall, handsome and true to his
heritage, Danny wore his dark hair
shoulder length and exuded a calm and
imposing presence. He traveled to
Arizona for special Yaqui ceremonies,
driving straight through to Arizona on
his motorcycle.

One of the top awards for his art came

at the Night of First Americans, one of

five native silversmiths so recognized
at the Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C.

At the height of his career, Danny

To contact Carlos Vigil for any
water emergencies call 505-206-
0621. His number is also on our
office voice mail and water bills.
To reach the office call 575-421-
3892, all office information is also
located on page 4 of our
newsletter.

Romero was diagnosed in 2007 with
early onset of Alzheimer Disease, a
condition that usually afflicts older
people. In fact, Danny is onlyone of
four people under age of sixty with
such a condition in the state of New
Mexico.

Due to aging of the population, and
perhaps more stress and
environmental factors,Alzheimer’s
has become a major health concern in
this country and elsewhere.

Since the onset of the disease Danny
has lost weight, memory and the
ability to work at his art.

Alzheimer’s places a heavy burden
on families of those afflicted.
Fortunately Danny Romero has a
loving family and friends, especially
wife Louella and daughter Tana.

- Ron Kaino, Pecos River
Retreats, Iifeld NM
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Okay, so I'm not even 1/64™
Native American, but I still want
to try a real indigenous style
garden technique. God knows, |
haven’t had much luck gardening

in years past. Ah, but hope springs

eternal, as the weather warms and
the hummingbirds start their early
rounds, buzzing noisily, hovering
around my hanging petunias,

So, my daughter calls from
California, where she and her
husband and kids live in a ranch-
style suburban house with a

walled-in tiny backyard. She says’

“You should see my Three Sisters
garden; the corn is knee high and
the squash and beans spreading
wildly.”

- Images from Google

Three Sisters Gardening

So, I thought, if she can grow all of that

in a space no bigger than a breadbox,
then surely I, looking out my front
door, over the vast western expanse,
where the deer and the antelope play,
can manage to grow something as
simple as corn, beans, and squash, a

proven team of companion plants. And

here’s the thing, they do so well
together because they are real team
players. For instance, the corn grows
tall stalks, and the bean plants climb up
the corn, and together they provide
shade for the sprawling squash plants.

Here are instructions for a 10 x 10 foot
square for your Three Sisters garden.

1. Choose a site in full sun. Amend
the soil with plenty of compost or aged

manure. With a string mark offa 3
ten-foot rows, five feet apart.

2. In each row, make your
corn/bean mounds. The center of
each mound should be 5 feet from
the center of the next. Each mound
should be 18 inches across the

flattened top. The mounds should be

staggered in adjacent rows. See
diagram# 1.

3. Plant 4 corn seeds in each

mound in a 6 in square. See diagram

#2.

4. When the corn is 4 inches tall,
it’s time to plant the beans and
squash.

Dingram 13 10°x10° square of Com. Beans and Squash. showi of d
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Diagram 2 Diagram 3

Spacing of com planis within
corm/baan

Planting beans in com/bean
mounds

Diagram 4
Planting squash in squash
mounds

EVWA Website Coming Soon!!!

El Valle Water is in the
process of establishing a
website that contains:
documents, newsletters, board
meetings, postings, agency
links, award information, and

contact information. As soon as

the website becomes available

the website address will be posted
on your current billing.

By developing a website the
EVWA will better serve and
communicate with our consumers,
We have added in a link for email,
Facebook, and LinkedIn.

N —— e b —

We are excited to be able to
give our consumers 24/7 online
information access to the
EVWA. You can view a sneak
peek of our website at:
http://elvallewateralliance.com.

Plant 4 bean seeds in each corn
mound. They should be 3in
apart from the corn plants,
completing the square as in
diagram#3.

5. Build your squash mounds
in each row between each
corn/bean mound. Make them
the same size as the corn/bean
mounds. Plant 3 squash seeds,
4 in apart in a triangle in the
middle of each mound, diagram
#4.

6. When the squash seedlings
emerge, thin them to 2 plants
per mound.

- Anna Tenaglia
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FARMERS
MARKETING
ASSOCIATION
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Describing the variety and
uplift of her music,

Lorrain says, "I take
dinner music to a different
level”.

It's Farmer’'s Market Season !

I think everybody is now fully aware
that eating fast food is (pardon the pun)
off the table. If the daily reminders on
TV, and in the paper, and magazines
aren’t enough to make you change your
evil ways, than hear this:

Thirty percent of American adults are
now considered obese and of course, our
diets are directly to blame! Dah... So,
since you will now be viewed as a pariah
if you are caught waiting in line at
McDonald’s, then you should take it
upon yourself to see and be seen at one
of several local El Valle markets! Here
is a list for the 2013 summer season:

1. Ribera-El Valle Farmer’s Market.
Located on Highway 3, across from La
Risa Café. Sundays, 10am-2pm. June

2".October 27" Accepts EBT, WIC,
and senior checks.

2. Pecos Farmer’s Market. It’s held
at Canela’s Restaurant parking lot, 29
Glorieta Highway, Hwy 50. Sundays
10am to 1pm. Opens May 26™.

3. Las Vegas - Tri County Farmer’s
Market. Address: 6™ and University.
Wednesdays and Saturdays. 7am -
Ipm. 505-426-1468

4. Eldorado Farmer’s Market. La
Tienda parking lot, 7 Caliente Rd.
Fridays, 4pm-7pm. Scheduled June 7%
through October 16", Accepts WIC
and Senior Checks.

- Ana Tenaglia

Lorrain Entertains at La Risa

The pleasing sounds emanating from the
inner patio of La Risa Restaurant of a
Friday evening might awake thoughts of
favorite times and places...

Friday evening is a good time and a
good place to relax with the music of
Lorrain Varela, keyboard virtuoso and
vocalist. The songs you hear might range
from cowboy to Latino to pop to jazz..
Might hear 50°s favs like “Volare” or
what Lorrain calls New Mexico’s
musical anthem “Volver” (“Come
back™). Might be ranchero. Might be
two-step.

Author of these sounds, as well as a
book of short stories based on her early
upbringing in East Pecos, is a retired
teacher who lives in Rowe and spreads
her talents around the area.

In music Lorrain plays at venues as
different as La Casa Real Nursing Home
in Santa Fe, La Sagrada Familia church
in Rowe and St. Anthony’s in Pecos, the
Humingbird Cafe in Pecos as well as
numerous weddings, funerals and other
events. In other words she is a respected

members of the community.

Her book of short stories “Echoes
of Yesterday” is based on growing up
in a family of 10 children. Her father
encouraged music in the family and
bought a piano for the girls and guitar
for the boys.

Music was a big part of family life
and the influences included Spanish
and Mexican romantic songs and,
later, rock and pop music. “There
was music, laughter and gayety-not
gravety- in our home™ she recalls
fondly.

Lorrain also volunteers at assisted
living venues, playing music for the
residents, some of whom have
Alzheimer Disease, stirring their
memories with songs and games of
the past.

Lorrain loves interacting with—
and entertaining—varied audiences
like the diners at La Risa. By
accommodating different social
groups in the musical styles of their

experiences, she can awake
connections and relationships they
have with their friends, families and
“special others™. Bringing forth
these moments givesher much
satisfaction.

Indeed, her repertoire is deep and
she can reach into her song bag for
tunes the crowd loves.

Describing the variety and uplift
of her music, Lorrain says, “I take
dinner music to a different level”.

Stop by La Risa for the special
New Mexico cuisine of Chef Laura
and Host Jake and the “Cornucopia
of Canciones” of Lorrain Varela.

- Ron Kaino, Pecos River
Retreats
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\ EL VALLE WATER \
ALLIANCE

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 453
Ribera, NM 87560

Physical Address:
#4 Camino Altagracia
South San Ysidro, NM

87538

Phone:
(575)421-3892

E-Mail:
elvallewater@hotmail.com

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday-Friday
9AM-2PM

Ken Lucero
Business Manager

Veronica Castro
Office Administrator

Carlos Vigil
Water Operator

N

OUR MISSION:

El Valle Water Alliance has
developed and maintains sound
management practices and the
necessary infrastructure to sustain
the health of our communities, our
water table, and our watershed for
current and future generations.
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Story & Article Submissions

The El Valle Water Alliance would
be happy to hear from anyone who
is interested in submitting an article,
a story, or even a recipe to appear in
one of our newsletters. If anyone is
interested, you can email or mail
your information to our office and
we would be happy to review it.
Upon approval, El Valle Water
Alliance would be happy to
incorporate any local information in
our newsletters,

Update on Fracking

Since I wrote an article on oil and
natural gas extraction proposals in the
last newsletter, I have some updates to
report.

Nearby Mora County has taken a
huge step in standing up against big oil
and the natural gas industry, by
approving an ordinance banning the
extraction of natural resources. The
ordinance passed the county
commission and puts the power in the
hands of the commission and away
from big business. I believe this is the
first area of the U.S. to successfully
accomplish this legislative action.

The main objective of the
ordinance is the protection of

groundwater. It establishes a bill of
rights for the county, stating it’s right to
self governance.

San Miguel County, has a

This is an important issue for all of
us who live in northern New
Mexico, the impacts of which will
be felt right now and in future
generations. | must commend all of

moratorium in place, banning drilling
for three years, while the county
determines effects on the environment;
specifically water concerns, road
damage, and waste disposal. -

Mora County for the brave action
they took to protect our precious
water supply and air quality.

Anna Tenaglia

For their part, Oil and Gas industry
spokesman cites loss of revenue and
job creation for these counties. There
is much controversy over these issues,
of course, and one can keep up with the
heated debate by reading the Las Vegas
Optic, especially the Letters to the
Editor section.

NOTICES AND CAL ENDAR FOR SUMMER 2013

CALLING EL VALLE ;
ARTISTS! 15™ Annual Pecos Art
Tour invites participants for Sept.
28-29 exhibition.

Artists can show at their own
studios in Pecos vicinity (Pecos,
Glorieta or Rowe) or at 2 locations
in Pecos. Applications &
Information: Annette Caffrey 505-
757-6015 or
www.pecosstudiotour.com

Deadline for applications, July 31st.

PECOS VALLEY
MEDICAL CENTER
expansion continues, adding
new building near 7,000 square
feet and more than doubling
space of the center. Their
Newsletter contains important
information about the

Affordable Care Act to take
effect Jan. 2014.
www.pecoshealth.org

July 5-7" - Fourth of July Fiestas in Las Vegas
July 27" - Villanueva Fiestas & Horse Parade
July 20-21st-Galisteo Rodeo
July 27-28"- Traditional Spanish Market, Santa Fe Plaza
August 10"- Pecos Valley Medical Center Pony-Up at Pecos Sheriff’s Posse Rodeo Grounds
August 17-18"- Indian Market, Santa Fe Plaza

August 24-25"™- Pecos Rodeo, Pecos Valley Cowboy Church “Bad Bull Series”



